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	History at Yeoford Community Primary School
At Yeoford Community Primary School, History plays a vital role in shaping our broad, balanced, and ambitious curriculum. Rooted in our school values—Ambitious, Nurturing, Invested, Collaboration, and Knowing—and The Link Academy Trust’s vision, our History provision is designed not only to ignite curiosity and develop critical thinking, but also to empower pupils to understand the complexities of the world around them through the lens of the past. We believe that every child should have the opportunity to become a historian—someone who questions, investigates, interprets, and reflects.
Through the Kapow Primary scheme, we ensure that all children access a rich, inclusive, and engaging curriculum that builds secure historical knowledge, enquiry skills, and a deep appreciation of heritage and culture. Pupils are encouraged to explore diverse civilisations, significant events, and influential individuals, while developing the ability to evaluate sources, consider multiple perspectives, and form their own reasoned interpretations.
Being a historian is about more than learning facts and dates—it’s about developing the tools to think critically, ask meaningful questions, and understand how the past shapes our identities, communities, and values. In a world where information is abundant and narratives are complex, it is essential that children learn to distinguish between evidence and opinion, recognise bias, and appreciate the diversity of human experience.
Our values are embedded throughout this journey: we encourage ambition in the depth of enquiry, nurture curiosity and empathy, remain invested in every child’s understanding of their heritage, promote collaboration through shared investigations and discussions, and foster a culture of knowing—where pupils build a secure and lasting understanding of the past. History at Yeoford helps pupils to build a sense of belonging and identity by connecting them to their local heritage, the national story, and global history. It also fosters a sense of civic responsibility, encouraging children to reflect on justice, equality, and the impact of human actions over time. By becoming historians, our pupils learn not only about the past—but how to think about the future with empathy, integrity, and informed awareness.


	Intent

	At Yeoford Community Primary School, History is a key component of curriculum. Through the use of the Kapow Primary scheme, we are committed to delivering a high-quality History education that inspires curiosity, deepens understanding, and equips pupils with the knowledge and skills to explore the past with confidence and critical awareness.
Kapow’s carefully sequenced curriculum enables pupils to develop a secure chronological framework, understand key historical concepts, and engage with a diverse range of civilisations, events, and individuals. Our intent is to ensure that all children, regardless of background or ability, can make meaningful connections between the past and present, and understand how history has shaped the world they live in today.
By revisiting key themes such as cause and consequence, change and continuity, and significance, pupils build a coherent understanding of British, local, and world history. The curriculum also promotes historical enquiry, encouraging children to ask perceptive questions, analyse sources, and evaluate different interpretations of the past.
Aligned with our school values—Ambitious, Nurturing, Invested, Collaboration, and Knowing—History at Yeoford goes beyond facts and dates. It empowers pupils to think critically, reflect on diverse perspectives, and develop a sense of identity and belonging through the exploration of heritage and culture.


	Implementation

	We implement our History curriculum through the Kapow Primary scheme, which provides a clear, coherent, and well-sequenced progression of knowledge and skills from Early Years through to the end of Key Stage 2. Each unit is carefully designed to build on prior learning, revisit key concepts, and deepen pupils’ understanding of chronology, historical enquiry, and interpretation.
Lessons are structured to be engaging, inclusive, and accessible to all learners. They incorporate a wide range of high-quality resources, including visual stimuli, artefacts, timelines, and primary and secondary sources. Pupils are encouraged to think like historians—asking questions, analysing evidence, and drawing conclusions based on what they discover.
Vocabulary development is a key focus within each unit. Historical terms are explicitly taught, revisited, and embedded through discussion and written work, ensuring that pupils develop a rich and progressive historical vocabulary that supports their understanding and expression of complex ideas.
To support retention and independence, we use knowledge organisers that outline key facts, vocabulary, and concepts for each unit. These are shared with pupils and families to reinforce learning at home and in class. Skills and knowledge catchers are used at the beginning and end of units to assess prior knowledge, track progress, and identify gaps in understanding. This formative approach ensures that teaching is responsive and that pupils are supported to make strong progress over time.
Teachers adapt Kapow’s resources to meet the needs of their classes, ensuring that all pupils, including those with SEND, can access and enjoy the curriculum. Cross-curricular links are made where appropriate, particularly with English, Geography, and Art, to enrich learning and provide meaningful contexts for historical understanding.
We also enhance the curriculum through enrichment opportunities such as educational visits, local history walks, museum workshops, and themed days. These experiences help bring history to life and allow pupils to connect their learning to the world around them.

	Impact

	The impact of our History curriculum is evident in the enthusiasm, curiosity, and critical thinking skills demonstrated by our pupils. Through the Kapow Primary scheme, children develop a secure chronological understanding, a rich historical vocabulary, and the ability to make connections across time periods and cultures.

We aim for pupils to talk confidently about what they have learned, using subject-specific language and demonstrating a growing understanding of historical concepts such as cause and effect, continuity and change, and significance. They show increasing independence in their enquiries and are able to evaluate sources, consider multiple perspectives, and form their own reasoned interpretations of the past.

Ultimately, our History curriculum equips pupils with the knowledge and skills to become thoughtful, informed citizens who understand the complexity of the past and its influence on the present. They leave Yeoford with a strong sense of identity, a respect for diversity, and a lifelong interest in the stories that shape our world.
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We measure the impact of our curriculum through:
· Pupil discussions about their learning, which includes discussion of their thoughts, ideas, processing and evaluations of work.
· Displays across the school reflect the children’s sense of pride in their artwork and this is also demonstrated by creative outcomes across the wider curriculum.
· Assessments against learning outcomes.
Teachers use this information to tailor future lessons, ensuring children are supported and challenged appropriately.
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