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	EYFS at Yeoford Community Primary School
At Yeoford Community Primary School, we recognise that the Early Years is the very beginning of a child’s learning journey, and we are deeply committed to getting it right— providing a broad, balanced, and ambitious curriculum rooted in the values of our school and The Link Academy Trust. In Reception, we provide a nurturing and stimulating environment where children develop the foundations for lifelong learning—emotionally, socially, physically, and academically.
Our progressive Early Years curriculum is carefully sequenced to support each child’s development across all seven areas of learning, with a strong focus on personal, social, and emotional development, communication and language, and physical development as the cornerstones of early success. Through high-quality, play-based provision and adult-led learning, we foster curiosity, creativity, independence, and a love of learning from the very start.
Aligned with our school values—Ambitious, Nurturing, Invested, Collaboration, and Knowing—the Early Years curriculum at Yeoford goes beyond academic readiness. It empowers every child to develop a strong sense of self, respect for others, and the ability to form positive relationships. Our progression model ensures continuity and coherence, preparing children for a smooth transition into Key Stage 1 with confidence and enthusiasm.
Our wider school offer, including assemblies and our unique 5 Star Pledge, enriches the Early Years experience by introducing key themes such as kindness, safety, diversity, and belonging, as well as the Fundamental British Values. Children are encouraged to express themselves, explore their emotions, and contribute to the life of the school in meaningful ways.


	Intent

	At Yeoford, we see the Early Years as a unique and vital stage in a child’s development—a time when we can ignite curiosity, build secure relationships, and lay the groundwork for lifelong learning. Our intent is to provide a rich, ambitious, and inclusive curriculum that reflects the principles of Development Matters and is designed to ensure that all children make strong progress towards the Early Learning Goals (ELGs).
Our Early Years curriculum is carefully structured to develop the knowledge, skills, and attitudes children need not only to meet the ELGs but to thrive as learners beyond Reception. , while recognising that children begin the Reception year with diverse backgrounds and varying levels of prior experience. Children encounter a balanced mix of adult-led and child-initiated experiences across all seven areas of learning, with opportunities planned to revisit and deepen understanding over time.
We know that communication and language development is fundamental to success across the curriculum, and so this area sits at the heart of everything we do. We follow the guidance in Development Matters by ensuring that children are immersed in high-quality spoken language, stories, songs, and rhymes. Through rich dialogue, sustained shared thinking, and a strong focus on oracy, we actively work to close the word gap—particularly for those from disadvantaged backgrounds or with speech and language delays. The development of expressive vocabulary, listening and attention, and confidence in speaking is threaded through all aspects of provision.
Connections between knowledge are deliberately planned and sequenced, enabling children to build on what they already know and remember. From early mathematical concepts and foundational phonics to understanding the world and exploring expressive arts, learning is joined-up, purposeful, and meaningful. We use formative assessment effectively to adapt provision and ensure that all children are supported to progress from their unique starting points.
Our intent is for every child to leave the EYFS as an enthusiastic, capable, and resilient learner who has developed the communication skills, self-regulation, and confidence to move into Key Stage 1 successfully. Most importantly, we want children to feel known, valued, and inspired—ready to continue their journey through school as curious, kind, and motivated individuals.


	Implementation

	At Yeoford, the implementation of our Early Years curriculum is underpinned by high-quality teaching, intentional curriculum design, and a deep understanding of child development. In line with national guidance and research, we ensure that every child develops the strong foundations they need for future learning through a carefully sequenced and ambitious curriculum that builds knowledge over time.
Our curriculum is designed to progress in small, well-structured steps. Each concept builds on prior learning so that children can secure understanding before moving on. For example, early reading begins with a focus on developing children’s listening skills and oral blending before introducing phonics and letter formation. Across all areas of learning, our teaching ensures that new knowledge is introduced in a way that strengthens, rather than overwhelms, children’s developing cognitive abilities.
At the heart of our implementation is a strong focus on the prime areas of learning—particularly communication and language. Every interaction is treated as a valuable opportunity to develop children’s vocabulary, sentence structure, and ability to express themselves. Through sustained shared thinking, storytelling, high-quality modelling of language, and explicit vocabulary instruction, staff help children build the linguistic confidence needed to access the wider curriculum. 
Our pedagogy strikes a deliberate balance between adult-led instruction and child-initiated play. We create a stimulating and well-resourced environment that enables children to apply and revisit taught knowledge through purposeful play. Staff are skilled in observing learning in action, identifying when to scaffold and extend children’s thinking without interrupting the learning flow. This approach supports children in developing independence, curiosity, and resilience.
Assessment is used responsively and meaningfully. Ongoing formative assessment allows staff to quickly identify misconceptions or gaps and adapt teaching accordingly. Rather than focusing on data collection, assessment is used to inform next steps in teaching and ensure that learning is secure—particularly in foundational areas such as early literacy, communication, and fine motor development.
Our provision is inclusive and ambitious for all learners. We recognise that children with the lowest starting points benefit most from strong curriculum design and effective teaching. Targeted support, including evidence-based interventions such as NELI and adult-led language groups, is used to ensure that every child receives the input they need to progress, particularly in spoken language and early understanding.
Through this consistent, research-informed implementation, Yeoford ensures that every child benefits from a high-quality early education, setting them up for success as confident, capable, and motivated learners as they move into Key Stage 1 and beyond.

	Impact

	The impact of our Early Years provision at Yeoford is seen in the confident, curious, and independent children who are well-prepared for the transition into Key Stage 1. They leave Reception equipped with the knowledge, skills, and attitudes needed to thrive as learners.

Children at Yeoford develop positive attitudes to learning: they are motivated, inquisitive, and take pride in their efforts. They approach new challenges with confidence and are able to collaborate effectively with others. These behaviours reflect the values of our school—Ambitious, Nurturing, Invested, Collaboration, and Knowing—which are embedded throughout their time in Reception.

We measure impact not only by outcomes but by the readiness of our children to access the Key Stage 1 curriculum with enthusiasm and confidence. The majority of children achieve a Good Level of Development, and those who need additional support are carefully guided through a smooth and supportive transition into Year 1. Strong communication between all staff ensures that learning continues seamlessly and every child is known as an individual.

In essence, the impact of our Early Years provision is a cohort of children who are emotionally secure, socially aware, and eager to learn—ready to build on the strong start they have had at Yeoford and succeed in the next stage of their education.
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